


Jamie Martin and her Providence Hill Farm staff run a vir-
tual “select-sports” facility where local youth learn from top
teachers the fundamentals of riding, competing and living.

By Joe Muxwell

amie Martin's first riding lesson was ot age four, a gift from her
horse-loving mom. By nine, Jamic was seriously riding around
her Louisville, Kentucky hometown
*1 just loved it,” recalls Martin, who in 2003 opened the
state’s jewel of hunter-jumper facilities—Providence Hill Farm—oul-
side Pocahontas
“When | was a kid in the summer, my mother would drop
me off at the bam a1 nine o’clock in the moming with a sack lunch
anid a couple of drinks and pick me up at five in the evening. 1 would
ride anything they had all day long and do any work they had all day
long.”
loday, Jamie cultivates the same love of horses and equestrian
sports among local vouth such as Melissa Braun ol Jamie’s renowned
Providence Hill Farm
*| love horses nnd | really like jumping fences,” says 14-year-
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old Melissa. who rides a beautiful Pinto leased 1o her by lamie. |
alsa enjoy going to the horse shows and competing with kids from
all over the country.”

It's this healthy combination of lenrning horsemanship and
feeding a competitive drive that draws young athletes into hunter
jumper equestrian sports. Children who compete i baseball, soccer
or softhall

among other sports—aoften also enjoy the horse jumping

circuit (jumpmg evenis are called “shows,” and are very much ke
tournament ball mn their ranung commimment), Kids swap equipment
like a bat or ball for a horse and leaping fences versus scorng runs

*] like the fact that training is personalized st Providence
Hill Farm,™ savs Melissa, who also cheers at Jackson Academy, “and
Providence Hill Farm gives me plenty of opportunity to show.’

One of Martin’s goals for PHF is 1o build an excellent siable
of youth hunter jumpers, much like select sports organizations and
sports teaching facilities are doing for baseball, softball, soccer and
baskethall. She knows what it takes, having won three national



championships at Sweel Briar College Eager young riders like Callie have the same chance that
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such as 15 offered today with many other youth sports. “Humter-
jumper competition is m some ways similar to select baseball,”
notes Jomme, whose two sons play baseball. “A good baseball coach
gets the strengths out of each individual on the team. A riding coach
should get the best out of both the child and the horse. And that is
hard. It is the difference between & really good trminer and one that is
just mediocre.”

In the fall of 2007, PHF added a college equestrian sports
program, a joint venture with Mississipm College, an NCAA Div
11 school. Meredith Guider. an MC student, last year won 15t in the
Intercolleginte Horse Show Association regionals and 4th nationally
“It"s great (o have Jamie arowd becouse she knows so much and has
competed al the highest level,” says Cuider

Ciuider assisis with PHF"s competitive vouth riders. “It"s fum
{0 see the kids progress and redlly sec what they ean do,”
“And it is & wonderful place 1o leam

where else?

she says

Who would rather be any

Twenty-something teachers such as Meredith are forging a
special bond with PHF s kids. teaching them the charmcter and com
mitment 1o excellonce Jome expects. VIS just as important 1o me
that we teach valies and that we operate on a Chnstian basis.” savs
Jumie

Despite its grandeur, PHF instruction is affordable for lo
citl athletes, From its beginning. Jamie and E.B."s goal has been ton
people to come and enjoy PHF, “Our logo symbolizes someone hold-
ing up something as an offering to God.” says Jamie, “That's what
PHF 15 about.™

lamie 15 excued about the growing numbers of equestran
frdirs emerging in Mississippi, wherever they traim. and she hopes for
even better things

Says Jamie: “| hope thot parents and children in our aren will
try out our hunter jumper equestnian sports, And, of course, we would
lowe 1o help them realize their riding dreams a1 Providence Hill
Farm.” §
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